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By DOU ROLES
Dhily News Stall ¥Wrlter
Overcast, rainy weather did not
keep shoppers from tarming oat in
force to locat gift shops and redail
outlets on the traditional, day-after

ain fails to stif

bas given local consumers & shot in
the arm and opened wallets

“T"ve been busy since §:30 this
moming, noa-stop. I haven't let oy
since,” said Jemy Japusziewice, co-
owner of Mur Fewelry in downinsm

Thanksgiving start of the Chrisimas _ Hi

shopping season.

Fiom jewelry and apparel 1o Eu.r
niture zod holiday decorations,
cashiere wers ringing np sales of all
so1ts of merchandise on. the bipgest
shopping day of the year, Black Fri-
day 2003, vl fast year, came oo
the heels of repoots of a resusgent
naticnal economy.

Cme longtitne Huntingdon ee- -

chant said the national good aews

He's o the G0-year-old jewelny
store with wife Dot for 27 years and

has seen brisk sales and the mote

Black Hines.
When The Daity Mews aeked him
e s g Black Friday," he tecmed
business “very black™ and said cus-
tomers were doing more iayiog thao
lookmg
"People ame na epending mood
this wear,” he seid, poting that busi-

Jirn Yncum of Mapls‘lnn was in Appleby’s Brup Store In
Mount Union Friday purshasing holiday items, Store clerk
Tina Krause, right, sald the gifi shop was busy all day.
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wess seemied 10 be comparafively
“dommant™ in recent years.

The Janmsziewices. said they
speat Friday sesing a ot of “mepu-
lars™ wrhe hadn™t made purchases at
the store for eome years.

T think. it's gmngtobeagmd

shouwt  the  ecomomy  said
Januezicwice. ‘I’m all for g™
Scrbner, aseistant man-

agét af the secanily ofeted Peehie's
E] I St , &
clttomers !hme hoy, AT

B

WAE amaung Irwasbusg.r Jagt
¥

- BRGI TowE hiad 50 ma.ug Eggle

COmEAn,
""S‘E:"Ewr said the store id a mix
of tasinees, selling Christmae pgift
iterns and whdter cloéhing for those
preparing . for cold weather Like
others who work in area retail buosi-
nesses, Seribaer said shoppers got
an early start.

"They were out there,™ she said
of the 7 a.m, sters opening. “Hust-

A line at the gas -pumps af e
Marin’s Genersl Stora alang Route
522 in Onhisenia and a steady
stream of highwey taffic atfesfed to
people being out and abput on a
bugy shoppiog day. Bubba Bau-
guess, owner of Orbvieonia Faeai-
fure, located aeross e sirest Grom
the gas station, said he bad cus-
toumees looking 8f reclioers, sefas
and other merchandise all day long.

“It's been pood, We've had &
good day,” sadd Bauguess. "T can't
complain,”

Baaguess, who fwns two ofber
stores (o Peansyivania, one in Bed-
fowd zod cne in Mifflintosm, said he
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T 0r business, aver since we've
been in Drb:smua has besn good,”
he said of the funiture- oatiet that
opened three and one-balf years ago.
. Matasha Hoffwen of Three
Bpmringe spent Fridey shopping at
stores dcross the area, She too said a
sogey first day of Chrisfmas shop-
ping dids't keep the crowds at
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“Stores wese busy,* she gaid
while shopping for clothes af the
Fashion Bog store in Smithfield
Townabip,

Kay. Miller, manager of that
stote, said castornees wese-buying a
wids veriety of merchandise.

“We've sold a lot of coats today.
Alot of swearess. And also our fine

fewelry," said Milles of the stres she
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ifle ‘Black Friday’ shoppers

Pirctos by Dreug; Rolos:
Charann Fuslzer, Fashion Bug sales asscciate fand Huntmgdon County Dairy Queen), fefi, Fri-
day assisted customer, Matasha Hoffman of Three Springs, in the selsctlon of a sweater on
Bizck Friday.
enjoys working from his Orbisonie
location, which, be said, has_sgt
store sales records fnr the past thres
WeThs.

“We've been preity steady all
day,” Mtler snid. "The rain hasn’t
Irept anyone away.”

"It's been busy, Busier than- a
oommal, Fridey,” said Tina Branse, &
etk ar Appleby's Doz Stove in
Mount Onion. T waE wery bisy ag
oem when 1 came in.”

ie Stuhy, 4 clark at The
Bookstore in the Peeble's plaza in
Smithfield Townehip, said statfers

{Continued oo Fage A3)
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working Friday moruing at the store
EaW CUSLOTIErS COMIng in as soon as
the store opened for the day, To help
the buying along, The Book Store,
like many area stores, had a sale
scheculed for Friday.

“All the candies are 25 percent
off, with owr discount card,” said
Stultz,

Pat’s Racing Co!lecubles nesr
Mount Unicn pui prices down 25
percent to encourage Christmas
shopping arcong racing enthusiasts,

“That will be going on through
December,” said Earl Smith, who
was minding the coumter Friday
afternoon.

Retall analysts say the hig ques-
tion is whether consurners will keep
spending thronghout the season.

Last year’s holiday sales were
mediocre despite strong Thanksgiv-
ing weekend sales. Consumers,
spooked by the prospect of war in
Iraq and a spate of corporate Jayoffs,
delayed the rest of their buving until
the very end of the seasen to get the
best bargains, Last holiday seagon’s
results were unchanged from 2001.

Across the couniry merchants
were full of good cheer Friday as
they, got-a feel for copspmers on the
afficial apening of the halidai shop-
ping season. Early reports frova-ven-
dors indicate shoppers are Buying as

-least as much as last year, and many

are even paying retail.

" Early-bird specials on TVs and
DVD players and hot toys like Bratz
and RBarbies wooed many fo the
naiion’s malls and stoies. But some
fetall execntives said shoppers also
were buying reguiar-priced goods, a

stark difference from dast year, when
consurners steck o bargain-honting,

There were scatiered ontbr=ake
of holiday-shopping crazisess.
When the doors of 2 Wal-Mart store
in Marietta, Ga., opened at § an.,
hamndreds of people jammed inside,
seme dosing their shoes, others rin-
ping at full speed with their carfs to
stake a claim o discounted items.

With the economy on the
rebonnd, the Izber market improv-
ing and consvrmer confidence on the
rise, merchants like Sears, Roebuck
and Co., office supplies retailer Sta-
ples, K-B Toys, and several major
mall operators reporied that waffic
and business as of Friday affernoon
were at least as healthy as a year
ago.

Wally Brewster, a spokesman at
General Growth Properties, which
owng and manages 168 mails in 3%
stales, said business Friday was p
from a vear ago by a percentage in
the: hlgh single digits.

Michael Niemfra, vice pres:ldcnt
of Bank of Tokyo-MMitsubishi Lid.,
predicted a sales pain of 4.5 parcent
for the November-December period,
the best performeance gince 1999,

wwher the tadly rose 5.4 pe:cem He °
_'baseﬁ ﬂle -estimate o0 sales-from

STures open gt least &, ear, consid-
ered the best indicator of a retailer’s
health.

The Washingion-based National
Retail Federation projected total
holiday sales to rise 5.7 percent to

'$217.4 billion,

(The AF contributed to this
report.)
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